
The FPC wants to meet through-
out the year, with another pub-
lic gathering planned March 30 
at the Fowler Center from noon 
to 2 p.m, focusing on food/
beverage entrepreneurship.  

To reserve a spot, call 484-893-
1060 or e-mail smart-
growth@renewlv.org. 

This event, like the one in Janu-
ary, is made possible by the 
generous sponsorship of Samuel 
Adams, Brewing the American 
Dream. 

 

 

 More than 100 stakeholders 
from local non-profits, schools, 
businesses, hospitals, govern-
ment and social service agen-
cies explored solutions to 
problems with food access and 
healthy eating, farmland 
preservation, over a locally-
grown lunch from Sodexo. 

“This event was key to making 
the suggestions in ‘Assessment 
Report: The Lehigh Valley Food 
Economy’ a reality for our re-
gion,” said  Joyce Marin, Re-
newLV’s Executive Director. 

“If we take the best recom-
mendations from the report 
and connect people who know 
about and care about the is-
sues, we can make some 
things happen in 2015.” 

FPCs can review food-related 
legislation, synthesize and 
share information on food 
systems, preserve and en-
hance agriculture, support the  
locally produced food and im-
prove food security. 
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Thank you everyone  
who supported Re-
newLV last year, includ-
ing our sponsors, volun-
teers, board members, 
community leaders and 
all who joined the con-
versation about smart 
growth and governmen-
tal cooperation.  

We’ve made tremen-
dous effort but there is 
still much to be done on 
municipal cooperation, 
revitalizing our down-
towns, and building up 
existing communities 
rather than developing 
farmland. We look for-
ward to your participa-
tion in our continued 
work in 2015. The 
Lehigh Valley will be 
stronger for our efforts.   

Michael Drabenstott, 
Board President 

Renewlv.org  — 484-893-1060 — @RenewLV 

     Food Policy Council Forms to Grow the Food Economy 

How do we preserve the farms 
that grow our food? How do we 
get locally grown food into our 
schools? How do we realize the 
economic benefits of spending 
money on local food producers? 

These are some of the ques-
tions the new Lehigh Valley 
Food Policy Council (FPC) and its 
guests tackled at its lunch/
discussion last month at the 
Fowler Center in Bethlehem. 

The council is forming with a 
diverse group of stakeholders at 
the recommendation of Buy 
Fresh Buy Local of the Greater 
Lehigh Valley’s “food report.” 

2014 Mobilizes Ideas Into Action With Smart Growth Summit 

In the next 20 years, another 
145,000 people will move to 
the Lehigh Valley. What do we 
need to do now in order to 
accommodate them in a sus-
tainable way? 

This question drove our sec-
ond annual Summit for Smart 
Growth in December at the 
Hotel Bethlehem. 

Growing your own produce is a cost-effective way of 

having a healthy diet. 

A panel discussion on smart growth inspired 

attendees at the  Summit For Smart Growth to 

get involved  and implement the ideas in the 

The day-long event drew 
200 community leaders, 
discussing issues such as 
farmland preservation, 
urban revitalization, and 
the local food economy. 

To get involved and con-
nected, call 484-893-1060 
or e-mail smart-
growth@renewlv.org.  

http://renewlv.org


MARK YOUR  

CALENDAR FOR 3/30 

Join us Monday March 30,  for a 

lunch/discussion on food and 

beverage entrepreneurship & 

growing our local food economy. 

This event will explore starting 

and scaling up food and beverage 

businesses as well as commercial 

kitchen incubators. Join us for a 

locally sourced lunch and  the 

ongoing  discussion from 12-2 PM 

at the Fowler Center, 511 E. -3rd 

St., Bethlehem. E-mail smart-

growth@renewlv.org to reserve 

your spot. 

What Is a Food Policy Council And Why Do We Need One?  Regional Collaboration in Action 

You wouldn’t let your local government 
ignore roads or water treatment or trash 
pick-up. Why should your food be any 
different? 

That’s where a food policy council —such 
as the newly-forming Lehigh Valley Food 
Policy Council—comes in.  

Although it’s a new concept locally, FPCs 
have been around for more than 30 years.  
These groups bring together stakeholders 
in order to give everyone a voice in shap-
ing a community’s food policy. 

That could mean making sure a township 
doesn’t pave over farmland. It could mean 
helping a school district get its students 
healthier, locally grown meals. And it could 
also mean guiding food and beverage en-
trepreneurs to success. 

We need FPCs because everyone in a com-
munity needs a voice in the conversation 
about what we eat and where it comes 
from. A local food economy can only be 
healthy if we all have a say in how it 
grows. To get involved, call 484-893-1060 
or e-mail smartgrowth@renewlv.org. 

 

The first Lehigh Valley Food Policy 
Council lunch/discussion on 1/29/15 
was a big success, and we’re only 
gathering momentum. 

Join us next month on Bethlehem’s 
Southside to learn how you can be a 
part of cultivating regional food and 
beverage entrepreneurship. 

The presentation and discussion will 
include food stands, mobile markets, 
co-ops, processors, triple bottom line 
(people, planet, profit) and food 
business incubators/commercial 
kitchens.  

Want to sign up? Check the box on 
the left side of this page to get 

more information. 

 Help Us Cultivate Lehigh Valley Food Entrepreneurs 

Julie Thomases, board member of RenewLV, explains the impact of kitch-

en incubators as methods for supporting entrepreneurship while growing 

a local food economy at January’s Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council lunch 

discussion. 

This word cloud is a visual representation of the conversation we had at an event last 

year. We asked the almost 100 participants what the food policy council should focus on, 

and this is what they came up with. 



 

 

 

Stay informed about the latest in smart 

growth and the work of RenewLV: 

 Like us on Facebook (RenewLV) 

 Follow us on Twitter(@renewLV)  

 And read our blog 

(renewlv.wordpress.com) 

 Call Joyce Marin, Executive Director at 

484-893-1060. 

The United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley is recommending the Lehigh Valley 
Food Policy Council use the “collective impact” model of collaboration to support 
growing a local food economy and reducing food insecurity in the Lehigh Valley. 

National funders are getting behind the concept of “collective impact,” to achieve 
substantial progress on large scale social problems.  Since 2001 hundreds of new 
collaborations have begun implementing the principles of collective impact in a 
variety of domains around the globe and have started to influence public policy. 

“Complex problems cannot be solved by any single organization or sector alone,” 
says Julie Thomases, RenewLV board member and member of Founders Team of 
the LVFPC.  “Collective impact continues the momentum of the public engage-
ment work of EnvisionLV.  Including diverse players generates meaningful dia-
logue and better solutions.” 

What are the principles of “collective impact?” Collaborators use a common 
agenda, shared measurement systems, mutually reinforcing activities, continuous 
communication and the presence of a backbone organization. 

It is believed that these five conditions offer a more powerful and realistic para-
digm for social progress than the prevailing model of isolating impact in which 
non-profit, business and government organizations work on addressing social 
problems independently. 

RenewLV, together with the United Way of the Greater Lehigh Valley is convening 
meetings of the Lehigh Valley Food Policy Council and providing planning support. 
Until July 2015, RenewLV is hosting the LVFPC’s public engagement events, and 
facilitating communication between the council and interested stakeholders. 

For more information about collective impact:  

http://collectiveimpactforum.org/what-collective-impact 

LV Food Policy Council Founders 

Team — Regional Cooperation 

 Buy Fresh, Buy Local of the Great-
er Lehigh Valley 

 CACLV 

 Jordan Heights Neighborhood 
Revitalization 

 Lafayette College 

 Lehigh County 

 Northampton County 

 Nurture Nature Center 

 RenewLV 

 Rodale Institute 

 Sacred Heart Hospital 

 St. Luke’s University Health Net-
work 

 Second Harvest Food Bank 

 Seven Generations Charter School 

 United Way of the Greater Lehigh 
Valley 

Collective Impact Hits Lehigh Valley  

1. Mix land uses 

2. Take advantage of compact building design 

3. Create a range of housing opportunities and choices 

4. Create walkable neighborhoods 

5. Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of 
place 

6. Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and critical envi-
ronmental areas 

7. Strengthen and direct development towards existing communi-
ties 

8. Provide a variety of transportation choices 

9. Make development decisions predictable, fair, and cost effective 

10.  Encourage community and stakeholder collaboration in devel-
opment decisions 

   What Are the Principles of Smart Growth? 

https://www.facebook.com/RenewLV
https://twitter.com/renewlv
https://renewlv.wordpress.com/


 

 

 

 

                    
 

                                                                                           

 

            

       

     

    

    

Mike and Mary De Castro, Lehigh Valley Partnership ...and all our friends          

       Thank You To Our Sponsors and Donors 


